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Beth Shulman (BSchulman) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BShulman-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BShulman-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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BStevenson-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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BStreiff  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BStreiff-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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CShields-2 
 
 
 
 

CShields-1 

As stated in Fish and Game Section 2931, “It is the intent of the Legislature that 
the State of California undertake the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem 
and the permanent protection of the wildlife dependent on that ecosystem.” 
Additionally, Fish and Game Code 2081.7 (e)(1) states that “the Secretary of the
Resources Agency, . . . shall undertake a restoration study to determine a 
preferred alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the 
protection of wildlife dependent on that ecosystem.”  

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  

CShields-2 

This comment does not raise any concerns or questions specific to the 
State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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CShields-3 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

The Preferred Alternative does not seek to take water away from existing water 
users in the Coachella and Imperial valleys. Rather the Preferred Alternative 
was formulated to function on the anticipated future inflows to the Salton Sea 
and assumes that these inflows would continue to come primarily from 
agricultural and other drainage sources in the Imperial and Coachella valleys.  
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CSiperstein-Cook-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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CSmith-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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CSwitzer-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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DShefchik 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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DSpors-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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ES-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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FS-1 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” The Draft PEIR includes 
a reasonable range of alternatives that meet the project’s legislatively mandated 
objectives as required by CEQA.  

FS-2 

A variety of options to remove salts from Salton Sea inflows sources (such as 
the New, Alamo, and Whitewater rivers and the Imperial and Coachella valley 
drains) were considered in the State’s Draft PEIR (see Chapter 2 of the Draft 
PEIR). These methods have also been considered in prior Salton Sea studies 
(see Chapter 4 of the Draft PEIR). However, due to the large amount of water 
that would need to be treated, large scale salt removal was not considered in 
detail in the Draft PEIR.  
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GS-1 

Your comment does not raise any concerns or questions specific to the 
State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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JSpector-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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JStovall-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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JSullivan-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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KSM-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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MSebour-1 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states 
that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment 
of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and 
shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that 
depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the 
restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” All of the alternatives meet 
the legislative objectives to varying degrees.  

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Monica Swartz (MSwartz) 
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MSwartz-1 

Nitrogen deposition impacts on desert upland ecosystems were not analyzed in 
the Draft PEIR, because the information needed to conduct this analysis was 
not available. Air quality dispersion modeling of estimated NOx emissions and 
estimation of nitrogen deposition impacts were not conducted as part of the 
Draft PEIR air quality impact analyses. Dispersion modeling would have been 
premature, due to the limited available information on the locations and 
magnitude of future NOx emissions sources, potential mitigation measures, the 
relative locations of sensitive ecosystems, and potential future air quality 
conditions at the Salton Sea under the various project alternatives. If feasible, a 
project level dispersion modeling and nitrogen deposition analysis could be 
conducted during project-level analysis.  
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NS-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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PS-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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RSchilling-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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RSchilling-2 

Existing energy resources, including geothermal are discussed in Chapter 21, 
Power Production and Energy Resources, of the Draft PEIR. Such resources 
could be used to help implement the Preferred Alternative. There are currently 
no major solar power facilities in the study area. However, at the programmatic 
level, all the alternatives are developed with enough flexibility to not preclude 
investments in solar or other resources that could be used to help restore the 
Sea.  

The concept of desalinization to control salinity has not been implemented on 
the large scale required at the Salton Sea. However, this concept could be 
considered on a smaller scale and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and others 
are currently conducting a pilot project related to desalination of Salton Sea 
water.  
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RSeverin-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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RSpeed-1 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. 
As discussed in Chapter 2, this alternative was considered but was not carried 
forward in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of California was not 
carried forward because the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement 
for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to control or have access to 
the portion of the project that would be located in the Republic of Mexico.  

RSpeed-2 

The preparation of an economic impact report is not a requirement of CEQA, 
the Salton Sea Restoration Act, or related legislation. No displacement of 
homes or business is anticipated.  
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RSpeed-3 

See response to comment RSpeed-1. 
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SSage-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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SSChedell-1 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection 
of wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts 
from the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” Flood control in 
the Coachella Valley is outside of the scope of the Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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BTR-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

Although it does not include algae farming, such farming could be considered 
during future project-level analysis if it is related to restoration actions at the 
Salton Sea. Algae production at the Salton Sea could also be considered as a 
separate project by other individuals, corporations, or agencies. 
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CThistle-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CThistle-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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CTrinkaus-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the 
Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your 
comment does not raise any concerns or questions specific to the 
State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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FT-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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JTaylor-1 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states that 
“the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment of the 
following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. 
(3) Protection of water quality.” As described in Chapter 1 of the Draft PEIR, the 
Salton Sea Restoration Act and related legislation facilities implementation of 
the Quantification Settlement Agreement and the Imperial Irrigation District 
Water Conservation and Transfer Project. Changes to the Quantification 
Settlement Agreement and the Imperial Irrigation District Water Conservation 
and Transfer Project are outside of the scope of the Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program.  
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JThompson-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the ongoing operation 
of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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PT-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the ongoing operation 
of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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VT-1 

Your comment does not raise any concerns or questions specific to the 
State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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RU-1 
The protection of public health would be an important component of any 
restoration alternative for the Salton Sea. As described in Chapter 3 of this Final 
PEIR, the Preferred Alternative recommended by the Secretary for Resources 
incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent 
feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. These measures 
include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to manage emissive 
areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also includes actions and 
mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that could result from 
construction and operations and maintenance activities. 

RU-2 
While the Preferred Alternative utilizes proven methods to minimize dust 
emissions, the Preferred Alternative also recognizes that there may be changes 
in technology in the future and/or innovate technologies that could be used to 
minimize dust emissions. It would be appropriate for the implementing agency 
to thoroughly test any new technology at the Salton Sea prior to use of the 
technology on a large scale. 

RU-3 
The Draft PEIR indicates that, based on available data, windspeeds in the 
vicinity of the northern end of the Salton Sea seldom exceed threshold 
windspeeds, resulting in no predicted emissions in the model used to 
evaluate alternatives. However, the evaluation tool was designed to provide 
a relative comparison of air quality among alternatives, and not to produce 
an exact absolute level of emissions. This level of analysis is considered 
appropriate for evaluation of alternatives at the programmatic level.  
More detailed meteorological data being collected. Greater detail regarding 
the layout and exact form of structures and surfaces in specific projects 
would be available for future emissions source mapping and windfield 
analyses. It is anticipated that project-level analysis could employ these 
more precise tools. These tools may indicate that local windspeeds 
periodically exceed threshold windspeeds for surfaces in the northern Salton 
Sea, and produce more exact absolute dust emission results.  
Should this be the case, appropriate monitoring and mitigation is foreseen in 
the Draft PEIR. Where dust emissions are predicted or observed by the 
extensive proposed monitoring network, short-term and long-term dust 
control is planned for deployment. See Appendix H-3 of the Draft PEIR for 
discussions of emissions monitoring and development and deployment of 
dust control onto the playa surface. 
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RU-4 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

e Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
ernative. 
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DV-1 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. 
As discussed in Chapter 2, this alternative was considered but was not carried 
forward in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of California was not 
carried forward because the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement 
for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to control or have access to 
the portion of the project that would be located in the Republic of Mexico.  
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WV-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. Although it does not include the production of bio-fuels, 
such production could be considered during future project-level analysis if it is 
related to restoration actions at the Salton Sea. Production of bio-fuels at the 
Salton Sea could also be considered as a separate project by other 
individuals, corporations, or agencies. 

WV-2 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean were described in 
Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As discussed in Chapter 2, these alternatives were 
considered but were not carried forward as alternatives in the Draft. The 
importation of water from the Gulf of California was not carried forward because 
the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State 
would not legally be able to control or have access to the portion of the project 
that would be located in the Republic of Mexico. The importation of water from 
the Pacific Ocean was not carried forward because the alternative has the 
potential to have substantial biological and water quality impacts in the Pacific 
Ocean and thus, did not appear to be feasible to obtain the necessary permits 
and approvals. 

dd 
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Anna Wagemann (AW) 
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AW-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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CWansley-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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CWebb-1 

The protection of public health would be an important component of any 
restoration alternative for the Salton Sea. As described in Chapter 3 of this Final 
PEIR, the Preferred Alternative recommended by the Secretary for Resources 
incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent 
feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. These measures 
include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to manage emissive 
areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also includes actions and
mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that could result from 
construction and operations and maintenance activities. 

CWebb-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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DWelles-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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DWellman-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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DWickerd-1 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  

DWicked-2 

See response to comment DWickerd-1.  

DWickerd-3 

See response to comment DWickerd-1.  
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EW-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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HW-1 

One of the major functions of the Salton Sea is to serve as a sump for 
agricultural wastewater from the Imperial and Coachella Valleys. 
Executive Order of Withdrawal (Public Water Reserve No. 114, California 
No. 26), signed in 1928, designated lands within the Salton Basin below 
elevation 220 feet below mean sea level as storage for wastes and 
seepage from irrigated lands in the Imperial Valley. Approximately 75 
percent of the inflow to the Sea is agricultural drain water from Imperial 
Valley. Agricultural discharges in the Imperial Valley contain pesticides, 
nutrients, selenium, and silt in amounts that violate water quality 
standards. The Salton Sea also receives discharges from the New and 
Alamo rivers. The New River originates in Mexico, flows approximately 20 
miles through the City of Mexicali, Mexico, crosses the International 
Boundary, continues through the City of Calexico in the United States, 
and travels northward about 60 miles to the Salton Sea. The New River 
carries urban runoff, untreated and partially treated municipal wastes, 
untreated and partially treated industrial wastes, and agricultural runoff 
from the Mexicali Valley, Mexico into the United States. In addition, the 
New River carries urban runoff, agricultural runoff, treated industrial 
wastes, and treated, disinfected and non-disinfected domestic wastes 
from the Imperial Valley. The Alamo River originates about 2 miles south 
of the International Boundary with Mexico, and flows northward across 
the border for about 50 miles to the Salton Sea. The Alamo River is 
dominated by agricultural return flows from Imperial Valley, but also 
carries treated wastewater from point sources in Imperial Valley. 
Restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem must maintain the ability of the 
Salton Sea to serve as a sump for agricultural wastewater from the 
Imperial and Coachella Valleys. In addition, the source water for the 
Salton Sea and, thus for the restoration alternatives, are primarily 
agricultural drains and the New and Alamo rivers. Hence, any restoration 
alternative will continue to receive water with various levels of pollutants. 
However, the CRBRWQCB has established Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) limits for several pollutants causing impairments to ensure that 
impaired waters attain their beneficial uses. The CRBRWQCB has 
adopted TMDLs for sedimentation/siltation for the Alamo and New rivers 
and Imperial Valley drains and pathogens for the New River, and has 
draft TMDLs for bacteria for the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel, 
trash and dissolved oxygen for the New River, and nutrients for the Salton
Sea. These TMDLs, and operation of the Mexicali II Wastewater 
Treatment Plant in Mexico, are expected to significantly improve the 
quality of water flowing into the Salton Sea as described in the Draft 
PEIR. 
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HW-2 

The use of tamarisk (salt cedar) to provide vegetative cover to control dust by 
reducing wind speeds at the soil/air interface was not considered because of 
its high water demand compared to more water efficient vegetation like Atriplex 
(saltbush). Water is an important factor when considering restoration options 
and the use of large amounts of water for air quality management is particularly
problematic. Research has shown that tall, dense stands of salt cedar have the 
potential to use over 9 acre-feet of water per year for every acre of salt cedar. 
Therefore, 50,000 acres of Exposed Playa that is covered with salt cedar has 
the potential to use over 450,000 acre-feet of water per year. This is more than 
half of the total water budget for the entire restoration program. 

HW-3 

The Draft PEIR recognizes the affects of implementation on fish and wildlife for 
each of the alternatives. As stated on Table 8-4 of the Draft PEIR, Next Steps 
(i.e., mitigation measures) include the consideration of measures during 
project-level analysis that could avoid disturbance of fish and wildlife resources 
during construction and operations and maintenance. A schedule for the 
Preferred Alternative is included in Chapter 3 of the Final PEIR.  
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HW-4 

Populations of desert pupfish which occupy discrete inputs (drains and creeks) 
that flow into the Salton Sea are currently presumed connected as a single 
metapopulation which allows some level of gene flow among the populations. 
The most recent analysis of desert pupfish genetics supports this conclusion. 
Desert pupfish connectivity, as described in the Draft PEIR, would maintain, to 
varying degrees, the existing population connections.  

While a fully connected population is susceptible to a certain level of risk from 
the rapid spread of diseases, parasites, and/or invasive species. Maintaining 
the present connectivity of desert pupfish would not expose the species to a 
greater risk than it currently experiences. Without such connections, there is a 
risk that a single population could be extirpated during times of low or non-
existent water, and would not be re-populated.  

A guiding principle of conservation biology is to protect and sustain conditions 
which allow a species’ natural processes to persist, without the need for human 
intervention. Physically segregating sub-populations is normally only 
undertaken as a last resort, when conditions require it for the protection of the 
species. The USFWS Recovery Plan for desert pupfish requires the creation of 
a number of small discrete “refugia” for desert pupfish, as suggested by the 
comment, to protect against (inter alia) the potential threats referred to in the 
comment. However, to manage the entire population in this manner would be 
extremely costly, and would neglect the responsibilities that resource agencies 
have to act as stewards of habitat, and populations in situ. 

HW-5 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 
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Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat, measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties, and 
development of an adaptive management program.  

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative.  

 

The attachments provided with this letter are included in Appendix A 
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Jennifer Wyatt (JW) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
JW-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JW-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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Lucinda Wead (LWead) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LW-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWead-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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LWinslow-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWinslow-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) 
to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-
term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of 
the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  
Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 
The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 
See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Olive Wilson (OW) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OW-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OW-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Phoenicia Fontainne Welch (PW) 
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PW-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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R.H. Woolston (RW) 
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RW-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

RW-2 
Chapter 10 of the Draft PEIR discusses the regional climate and air quality 
of the Salton Sea watershed, including the Existing Conditions and the 
potential impacts of the restoration alternatives (including the No Action 
Alternative). As the Salton Sea recedes, areas currently under water will 
become exposed, possibly exacerbating dust and other air quality problems.  
The Draft PEIR estimates potential emissions and describes and compares 
the potential air quality impacts of several restoration alternatives. This 
analysis is based on conservative assumptions of playa emissivity, available 
data on site-specific meteorology and ambient air quality, results of sampling 
and analysis of soil and sediment composition, expert knowledge of salt 
chemistry and crust formation, observations of dust events reported by area 
residents and scientists, and results of wind tunnel measurements and other 
tests. The Draft PEIR then identifies a “toolbox” of possible dust control 
measures and their relative effectiveness, based on proven performance in 
other playa-like areas, informed opinions from regulatory agencies, and 
input from technical experts. More detailed studies of playa emissivity, 
potential human health effects, and pilot projects of control measure 
effectiveness could be conducted during project-level analysis.  
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There is a pronounced microclimate influenced by the Salton Sea in areas 
adjacent to the water. Regardless of the alternative configuration, the areas 
near the water would have more of an influence from the Salton Sea than 
those areas further away. The existence of this microclimate and its 
influence on the areas adjacent to the Salton Sea are acknowledged in the 
Draft PEIR in Chapter 10 and Appendix E, Attachment E11, and potential 
microclimatic impacts have been discussed for each of the alternatives. To 
define in more detail the effects of this body of water on the surrounding 
microclimate under each alternative would require additional research. Such 
an evaluation could be conducted during project-level analysis.  
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Susan Weinberg-Harter (SWeinberg-Harter) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWeinberg-
Harter-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWeinberg-Harter-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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SWickliffe-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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DY-4 
 
 
 

DY-1 

There is a pronounced microclimate influenced by the Salton Sea in areas 
adjacent to the water. Regardless of the alternative configuration, the areas 
near the water would have more of an influence from the Salton Sea than 
those areas further away. The existence of this microclimate and its influence 
on the areas adjacent to the Salton Sea are acknowledged in the Draft PEIR 
in Chapter 10 and Appendix E, Attachment E11, and potential microclimatic 
impacts have been discussed for each of the alternatives. To define in more 
detail the effects of this body of water on the surrounding microclimate under 
each alternative would require additional research. Such an evaluation could 
be conducted during project-level analysis. 

DY-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

ecifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
mplex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project, 
d includes other measures and design considerations that would work to protect 
ter quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality Management and the 
ine Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for inflows, followed by 
ows into the Marine Sea. 
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See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

DY-3 

While the responsibility for the future environmental and financial costs of the 
IID Water Conservation and Transfer Project is outside of the scope of the Draft 
PEIR, the State has entered into an agreement regarding the allocation of these 
costs. As described in the Quantification Settlement Agreement Joint Powers 
Authority Agreement, under the IID Water Conservation and Transfer Project 
and Quantification Settlement Agreement, the State would be responsible for 
the costs for environmental mitigation requirements in excess of $133 million. 
Section 9.2 of the Quantification Settlement Agreement Joint Powers Authority 
Agreement, however, provides that the amount of such costs shall be 
determined by the affirmative vote of three of the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement Joint Powers Authority Agreement commissioners, including the 
commissioner representing the state, which determination shall be reasonably 
made. The Quantification Settlement Agreement Joint Powers Authority 
Agreement was executed in October 2003, and changes to this agreement are 
outside of the scope of the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program.  

The Quantification Settlement Agreement Joint Powers Authority Agreement 
does not indemnify for damages caused by the water transfers.  

DY-4 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. 
As discussed in Chapter 2, this alternative was considered but was not carried 
forward in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of California was not 
carried forward because the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement 
for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to control or have access to 
the portion of the project that would be located in the Republic of Mexico.  
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Kimberly Yang (KY) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KY-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KY-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) 
to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-
term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of 
the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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JZ-1 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states that 
“the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment of the 
following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. 
(3) Protection of water quality.” The use of agricultural drainage water for 
irrigation for additional agricultural lands or potable sources is outside of the 
scope of the State’s Draft PEIR.  

JZ-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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VZ-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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S&F-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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RChandler-1 

Project funding is outside of the scope of the Draft PEIR. However, as 
required by the project’s legislative mandates, a Funding Plan has been 
prepared for the Preferred Alternative. This Funding Plan identifies a variety 
of potential sources of funding for restoration actions at the Salton Sea. The 
Funding Plan and potential funding sources would be more appropriately 
considered by the Legislature when it provides direction on implementing of 
a restoration program and identifies a future implementing agency. 

RChandler-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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DCharpied-1 

Thank you for your suggestion. The use of jojoba as a water efficient vegetation 
for air quality control actions could be considered during future project-level 
analysis.  
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LCharpied-1 

The protection of public health would be an important component of any 
restoration alternative for the Salton Sea. As described in Chapter 3 of this Final 
PEIR, the Preferred Alternative recommended by the Secretary for Resources 
incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent 
feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. These measures 
include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to manage emissive 
areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also includes actions and
mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that could result from 
construction and operations and maintenance activities.  
The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities to address air quality 
uncertainties. 

LCharpied-2 

For the programmatic level of planning, the availability of quarry materials for 
construction was evaluated by looking at potential sites including permitted and 
non-permitted quarries. A cursory evaluation of potential rockfill sources was 
performed in the Draft PEIR. The evaluation considered issues such as land 
ownership and access, environmental impacts and potential mitigation actions, 
as well as rock suitability. Information to determine site specific impacts at all 
potential sites was not available. Project-level analysis of the Preferred 
Alternative and rockfill sources would be required to evaluate the extent and 
magnitude of direct and indirect impacts and identify appropriate mitigation. 

LCharpied-3 

The potential for loss of life or property due to failure of a facility due to an 
earthquake or related seismic event was described in Chapter 9 of the Draft 
PEIR. As identified in Chapter 9, all of the alternatives could result in significant 
impacts due to the potential risk to workers and others during seismic events. 
However, Next Steps were identified that include construction of facilities in 
accordance with the California Building Code and applicable design standards 
to reduce the risk of loss due to seismic events.  
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Myron Clancy (MClancy) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MClancy-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MClancy-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Ted Deckers (TDeckers) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TDeckers-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TDeckers-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the ongoing operation 
of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Loyd and Karen Driggers (LDriggers) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LDriggers-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LDriggers-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Sonia Herbert (SHerbert) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHerbert-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHerbert-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Mary Hulls (MHulls) 
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MHulls-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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June Johnson (JJohnson) 
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JJohnson-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

 

 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-386 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

John Kariotis, Jr (JKariotis) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JKariotis-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JKariotis-1 
Very early on in the State’s process, a number of documents, including the 
Notice of Preparation were translated in Spanish. The Resources Agency 
provided these documents at public outreach meetings in the Salton Sea 
watershed, and made these documents available on the State’s Salton Sea 
website. After public release of the document, Spanish language versions of 
both a Frequently Asked Questions Sheet and Fact Sheet were made 
available and a contact phone number of a State Team member that would 
be able to answer questions in Spanish was provided for those interested.  
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TMckiney-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TMcKiney-1 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. 
As discussed in Chapter 2, this alternative was considered but was not carried 
forward in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of California was not 
carried forward because the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement 
for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to control or have access to 
the portion of the project that would be located in the Republic of Mexico.  
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Carlene Ness (CNess) 
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CNess-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Loren Ness (LNess) 
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LNess-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Sherrie Nuyen (SNuyen) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SNuyen-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNuyen-2 
 
 

 
 
SNuyen-3 
 
 
 
 

SNuyen-1 

The Salton Sea Advisory Committee members are listed in Table 1-1 on page 
1-15 of the Draft PEIR.  

SNuyen-2 
Very early on in the State’s process, a number of documents, including the 
Notice of Preparation were translated in Spanish. The Resources Agency 
provided these documents at public outreach meetings in the Salton Sea 
watershed, and made these documents available on the State’s Salton Sea 
website. After public release of the document, Spanish language versions of 
both a Frequently Asked Questions Sheet and Fact Sheet were made 
available and a contact phone number of a State Team member that would 
be able to answer questions in Spanish was provided for those interested.  

SNuyen-3 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  
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SNuyen-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNuyen-5 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SNuyen-6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNuyen-4 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states that 
“the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment of the 
following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. 
(3) Protection of water quality.” As described in Chapter 1 of the Draft PEIR, the 
Salton Sea Restoration Act and related legislation facilities implementation of 
the Quantification Settlement Agreement and the Imperial Irrigation District 
Water Conservation and Transfer Project. Changes to the Quantification 
Settlement Agreement and the Imperial Irrigation District Water Conservation 
and Transfer Project are outside of the scope of the Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program. 

SNuyen-5 

See response to comment SNuyen-3.  

SNuyen-6 

The comment is unclear regarding which ring or cell in which alternative the 
commenter is referring to. However, the width of the water bodies under each of 
the alternatives is provided in Chapter 11 of the Draft PEIR.  
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SNuyen-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNuyen-8 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SNuyen-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNuyen-7 

Geotubes® have not been tested at the Salton Sea. Such testing could be 
conducted during future project-level analysis if Geotubes® are used in any 
restoration program. 

SNuyen-8 

The potential for loss of life or property due to failure of a facility due to an 
earthquake or related seismic event was described in Chapter 9 of the Draft 
PEIR. As identified in Chapter 9, all of the alternatives could result in significant 
impacts due to the potential risk to workers and others during seismic events. 
However, Next Steps were identified that include construction of facilities in 
accordance with the California Building Code and applicable design standards 
to reduce the risk of loss due to seismic events. 

SNuyen-9 

Chapter 14 of the Draft PEIR includes a discussion of hazards within the study 
area. Some potentially hazardous or contaminated areas have been identified in
the project study area; however, the Salton Sea has not been designated as a 
Superfund site by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  
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SNuyen (cont.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SNuyen-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNuyen-11 
 
 

 
 
SNuyen-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNuyen-10 
The Draft PEIR and the Final PEIR include a reasonable range of alternatives 
as required by CEQA and are based on the best available scientific information. 
Information from the SSA was used to develop Alternative 7, and the SSA’s 
redesign of its proposal occurred after the Draft PEIR analysis was well 
underway. Although the SSA proposal has continued to evolve, the State’s 
March 2006 information submittal deadline was necessary to complete the 
analysis and the Draft PEIR within a reasonable timeframe, particularly in view 
of the statutory deadlines for completion of the restoration study and 
programmatic environmental document.  
Although the modifications to the SSA’s alternative have not been included in 
either the Draft or Final PEIR, the modifications are within the range of 
alternatives and configurations evaluated in the Draft PEIR. The absence of 
these additional modifications in Alternative 7 did not preclude the alternative 
from being considered as part of a future restoration program, because these 
modifications could be considered during project-level analysis as mitigation 
measures. 

SNuyen-11 
As described in Chapter 26 of the Draft PEIR, the State conducted an 
extensive public outreach effort for the preparation of the Draft PEIR. As part 
of this effort, public outreach meetings were held in various locations 
throughout the Salton Sea watershed in an effort to increase participation by 
all members of the Salton Sea community. As described in Chapter 26 of the 
Draft PEIR, the 26 public outreach meetings held during the preparation of the
Draft PEIR were attended by over 600 people. While some of the meeting 
attendees were from outside of the Salton Sea watershed, the State believes 
that the majority of the attendees were residents from the local communities. 

SNuyen-12 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
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SNuyen (cont.)  
 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Pat Oberg (POberg) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POberg-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POberg-1 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  
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SPalmer-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPalmer-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) 
to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-
term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of 
the sea). 
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SPalmer (cont.)  
 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Steven Petroff (SPetroff) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPetroff-1 
 
 
SPetroff-2 
 
 
SPetroff-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPetroff-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

SPetroff-2 

As described in Chapter 3 and Chapter 25 of the Draft PEIR, a variety of studies 
are needed to complete the design and permitting process prior to the initiation 
of construction activities. These studies include such things as additional 
bathometric and topographic studies necessary for facilities design and 
additional biological, air quality, and cultural studies. The completion of these 
studies, design, and environmental compliance is expected to take some time.  

SPetroff-3 

See response to comment SPetroff-1. 
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Paul Quill (PQuill) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PQuill-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PQuill-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-400 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

Chuck Round (CRound) 
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CRound-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Ken and Maureen Ryan (KRyan) 
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KRyan-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a 
water surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L 
and 40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 
feet) to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to 
long-term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to 
bottom of the sea). 
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KRyan (cont.)  
 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  
Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 
The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 
See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Richard Schall (RSchall) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSchall-1 
 
 
RSchall-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSchall-1 

The California Department of Water Resources, Division of Safety of Dams 
requires that all dams within its jurisdiction be capable of adequately passing a 
selected design flood. This would require a hydrologic analysis be performed to 
evaluate spillway capacities for design to prevent overtopping. Additionally, all 
of the alternatives include a flood diversion structure to convey the largest 
historical flood events to the Brine Sink. This would allow for conveyance of 
flood flows around the project facilities and minimize the risk of failure of 
facilities. This is discussed in Chapter 3 and Appendix H-6 of the Draft PEIR.  

RSchall-2 

Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. 
As discussed in Chapter 2, this alternative was considered but was not carried 
forward in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of California was not 
carried forward because the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement 
for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to control or have access to 
the portion of the project that would be located in the Republic of Mexico.  
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Robert Scott (RScott) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RScott-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RScott-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Ronald Spears (RSpears) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSpears-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSpears-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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SSymington-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSymington-2 
 
 

SSymington-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSymington-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

SSymington-2 

The potential for loss of life or property due to failure of a facility due to an 
earthquake or related seismic event was described in Chapter 9 of the Draft 
PEIR. As identified in Chapter 9, all of the alternatives could result in significant 
impacts due to the potential risk to workers and others during seismic events. 
However, Next Steps were identified that include construction of facilities in 
accordance with the California Building Code and applicable design standards, 
such as the standards set forth by the California Department of Water 
Resources, Division of Safety of Dams to reduce the risk of loss due to seismic 
events. 

SSymington-3 

The hydrology and associated inflows analysis for the Draft PEIR was 
developed in coordination with the Inflows Working Group. The group was a 
sub-group of the Salton Sea Advisory Committee. It was open to the public and 
meetings were attended by a variety of local, regional, and statewide agencies, 
environmental organizations, and interested members of the public.  
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SSymington (cont.)  
 

The Draft PEIR considered two alternative future hydrologic conditions: No 
Action Alternative-CEQA Conditions and No Action Alternative-Variability 
Conditions. The No Action Alternative-CEQA Conditions are based on the 
CEQA Guidelines which limits consideration to those projects and actions to 
those that are reasonably foreseeable (which, for the purposes of the Draft 
PEIR was determined to be projects that have already undergone 
environmental permitting). Due to the long planning horizon for this project and 
the sensitivity of the Salton Sea conditions to inflows, a broader interpretation 
was necessary and appropriate. The No Action Alternative-Variability 
Conditions considered a broader range of possible future conditions, including 
possible future water management changes, as discussed in Appendix H-2 of 
the Draft PEIR. 
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Jerry Trout (JTrout) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JTrout-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JTrout-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Ron and Lynda Valentine (RValentine) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RValentine-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RValentine-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Benjamin and Dolores Wilson (BWilson) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BWilson-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BWilson-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

The exact location of facilities would be determined during project-level 
analysis.  
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Anonymous 1 (Anon1) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anon1-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anon1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
Anon1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anon1-1 
The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states 
that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment 
of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and 
shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that 
depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the 
restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” All of the alternatives 
meet the legislative objectives to varying degrees. 

Anon1-2 
See response to comment Anon1-1. The Preferred Alternative incorporates 
the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air 
quality impacts from the restoration project. These measures include the 
allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to manage emissive areas of the 
Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also includes actions and mitigation 
measures to reduce air quality impacts that could result from construction and 
operations and maintenance activities. 
The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

Anon1-3 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, 
incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent 
feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project, and includes other 
measures and design considerations that would work to protect water quality.  
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®. 
See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Anonymous 2 (Anon2) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anon2-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anon2-1 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  
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Anonymous 3 (Anon3) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anon3-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anon 3-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Form Letter #1 (Form1) Ms. Dale Hoffman-Floerke 
CA Department of Water Resources 
Colorado River & Salton Sea Office 
1416 9th Street, Room 1148-6  
Sacramento, CA 95814   
 
Dear Ms. Hoffman-Floerke, 
 
I am writing to comment on the Draft PEIR on Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration. I am 
very interested in wildlife conservation and concerned about protecting wildlife habitat 
at the Salton Sea, which is an Important Bird Area and a national treasure. Over 400 
bird species rely on the Salton Sea ecosystem, and public health depends on preventing 
dangerous dust pollution caused by a dry seabed. Restoration should provide the 
maximum feasible wildlife habitat, air, and water quality protection, as required by law.   
 
Although the Draft EIR contains a wide range of restoration alternatives, none of the 
alternatives provides the maximum feasible wildlife, air, and water quality protection. 
By taking features from different alternatives, however, the State of California could 
present a final, preferred alternative that meets these requirements and protects this 
unique and important resource.   
 
The preferred alternative should include the following features from different draft 
alternatives:  
 
   1. At least 38,000 to 50,000 acres of Shallow Saline Habitat Complex, as described in 
draft Alternatives 1 and 2;  
 
   2. Concentric lakes using geotubes or other dirt-filled barriers, as described in draft 
Alternative 4, to provide additional habitat and recreational opportunities;  
 
   3. A large north lake, fed by the Whitewater River, as described in draft Alternatives 
5-7, to provide recreational opportunities without the habitat and other risks posed by a 
deep, mid-Sea barrier and pumping from the New and Alamo Rivers;  
 
   4. Sufficient water for air quality mitigation, including at least one-half acre-foot per 
year of water for each acre of exposed seabed, as described in draft Alternatives 1-3, 5-6 
and 8;  
 
   5. Several thousand acres of Early Start Habitat to replace habitat during permitting 
and construction;  
 
   6. The flexibility of Alternatives 1, 2 and 4 to allow for phasing, monitoring and 
adaptive management.  
 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Form1-1 
 
 

Form1-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) 
to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-
term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of 
the sea). 
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Form1 (cont.)  
 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementation of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

The Preferred Alternative includes many of the components suggested by the 
commenter. See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description 
of the Preferred Alternative. 
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Form Letter #2 (Form2) Dear Ms. Hoffman-Floerke: 
 
I am writing to offer my comments on the Resources Agency’s Draft Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Report for the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program 
(PEIR).   
 
There is no question that the State of California must take action at the Salton Sea.  
A shrinking Salton Sea will harm the health of children and adults in the Imperial 
and Coachella valleys by subjecting this population to hundreds of additional tons 
of dust that would blow, each year, off the exposed land.  A smaller, saltier Sea 
would also be of little or no value to many of the 400 species of birds   sometimes 
numbering in the millions of individual birds   that currently use the Sea.  With the 
loss of nearly 95% of California’s wetlands, many of these birds will have no other 
place to go, leading to catastrophic losses that will be felt up and down the Pacific 
Flyway.   
 
Most proposed alternatives suffer from massive construction and permitting 
requirements that would slow implementation, degrade air quality, and impose 
additional, unacceptable impacts over a wide area.  In light of California’s 
commitment to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions, it makes no sense to implement 
a project that requires massive amounts of energy to pump (and in some instances, 
treat) water, nor does it make sense to build massive dams or dikes that require 
thousands of truck trips each day, to move the tens of millions of cubic yards of 
rock needed for construction.   
 
Fortunately, the PEIR contains the information and components necessary to piece 
together a successful plan from the proposed alternatives.  Alternatives 1 and 2 
provide important habitat to support many of the birds that currently use the Salton 
Sea.  Alternative 4 offers a relatively low-cost, low-impact method to distribute 
water around much of the present shoreline and would provide additional habitat, 
shoreline protection and opportunities for recreation.  The concentric lakes plan 
would provide direct air quality benefits, and would also offer a ready source of 
water for managing air quality problem areas that might arise in the future.  And 
components of the larger north lake alternatives (Alternatives 5-7) provide 
recreation and economic development opportunities, enjoying the broad local 
support necessary for funding and implementation.  
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Form2 (cont.) I urge that DWR combine the following features from the proposed alternatives 
into a final, preferred alternative that would meet the legal requirements for 
restoration of the Sea:     

 
* Between 38,000 - 50,000 acres of Shallow Saline Habitat Complex, as 
described in Alternatives 1 and 2, at the southern and northern ends of the Sea to 
provide habitat for shoreline species;    
 
* Create concentric rings using geotubes or other dirt-filled barriers, as 
described in Alternative 4, to provide additional shallow habitat, deeper marine 
habitat, shoreline and view protection, air-quality protections, and recreation;   
 
* Similar to the lakes found in Alternatives 5-7, provide a large (approximately 
10,000 acre) North Lake, which would be the largest recreational lake in 
Southern California, fed by the Whitewater River to provide recreation and 
development opportunities without the costs and risks associated with a major 
mid-Sea barrier or the costs of pumping water from the southern end of the Sea;    
 
* Provide at least one-half acre-foot of water per acre of exposed Seabed, as 
stipulated by the Salton Sea Advisory Committee, to prevent dust pollution 
caused by exposed playa, as described in Alternatives 1-3, 5-6 and 8;    
 
* Construct shallow saline habitat (known as  early start habitat ) immediately to 
provide resources for birds during the long permitting and construction process, 
as described in all of the proposed alternatives; and    
 
* Develop a plan that provides water for habitat and air quality mitigation first, 
in case of possible shortages or system malfunctions, as described in 
Alternatives 1-3.   
 
A Final Preferred Alternative that contains all of these components, each of 
which is present and analyzed in one or more of the draft alternatives, would 
best meet the legal requirements to maximize habitat, air quality and water 
quality, while also providing substantial recreation and development 
opportunities.   
 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 
 

 
 
 
 

Form2-1 
 
 
 

Form2-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support 
a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) 
to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-
term temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of 
the sea). 
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Form2 (cont.)  
 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementation of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

The Preferred Alternative includes many of the components suggested by the 
commenter. See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description 
of the Preferred Alternative. 
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Dale Hoffman-Floerke 
CA Dept. of Water Resources 
Colorado River & Salton Sea Office 
1416 9th Street, Room 1148-6 
Sacramento, CA 95814   
 
Dear Dale Hoffman-Floerke, CA Dept. of Water Resources,   
 
I am writing to offer my comments on the Salton Sea Restoration Program DPEIR. 
The State of California must take action to preserve critical wildlife habitat in the 
Salton Sea, unfortunately, none of the alternatives presented in the DPEIR adequately 
protect wildlife habitat, air and water quality. Therefore, I urge the Resources Agency 
to consider combining the best features from the proposed alternatives into a final, 
preferred alternative that would meet the needs for habitat restoration and protect local 
and regional air and water quality.    
 
Alternatives 1 and 2 provide important habitat to support many of the birds that 
currently use the Salton Sea. Alternative 4 offers a relatively low-cost, low-impact 
method to distribute water around much of the present shoreline and would provide 
additional habitat, shoreline protection and opportunities for recreation. The concentric 
lakes plan would provide direct air quality benefits, and would also offer a ready 
source of water for managing air quality problem areas that might arise in the future. 
Components of the larger north lake alternatives (Alternatives 5-7) provide recreation 
and economic development opportunities, enjoying the broad local support necessary 
for funding and implementation of the needed restoration.    
 
Specifically, I encourage the Resources Agency to adopt a final, preferred alternative 
that includes the following:  
 
   - Between 25,000 and 50,000 acres of Shallow Saline Habitat Complex, as described 
in Alternatives 1 and 2, at the southern and northern ends of the Sea to provide habitat 
for shoreline species;  
 
   - Creation of concentric rings using geotubes or other dirt-filled barriers, as 
described in Alternative 4, to provide additional shallow habitat, deeper marine 
habitat, shoreline and view protection, air-quality protections, and recreation;  
 
   - Creation of a large North Lake, similar to those found in Alternatives 5-7, to 
provide recreation and development opportunities without the costs and risks 
associated with a major mid-Sea barrier or the costs of pumping water from the 
southern end of the Sea;  
 
   - Adequate water per acre of exposed seabed, as stipulated by the Salton Sea 
Advisory Committee, to prevent dust pollution caused by exposed playa, as described 
in Alternatives 1-3, 5-6 and 8;  
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Form #3 (Form3) 

Form3-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of 
providing the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 

historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the 
Preferred Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat 
Complex would have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows 
into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such 
as shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the 
microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be 
constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would 
be located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend 
down the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to 
support a marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-
crested cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would 
stabilize at a water surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity 
between 30,000 mg/L and 40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less 
than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and 
potential fish kills due to long-term temperature stratification (temperature 
variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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Form3 (cont.)  
   - Construct shallow saline habitat immediately to provide resources for birds 
during the long permitting and construction process; and  
 
   - Develop a plan that prioritizes use of water for habitat and air quality mitigation 
first, in case of possible shortages or system malfunctions, as described in 
Alternatives 1-3.   
 
A Final Preferred Alternative that contains all of these components, each of which is 
present and analyzed in one or more of the draft alternatives, would best meet the 
legal requirements to maximize habitat, air quality and water quality, while also 
providing substantial recreation and development opportunities.  I urge the 
Resources Agency to provide a proposal with the components and features outlined 
above as the final, preferred alternative, and I urge the State to select this alternative 
that will best protect wildlife habitat and air and water quality at a reasonable cost 
and in a reasonable time frame. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Form3-1 
cont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementation of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

The Preferred Alternative includes many of the components suggested by the 
commenter. See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description 
of the Preferred Alternative. 
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Form #4 (Form4) Ms. Dale Hoffman-Floerke  
1416 9th Street, Room 1148-6  
Sacramento, CA 95814   
 
Dear Ms. Hoffman-Floerke,   
 
As a supporter of Defenders of Wildlife and the Salton Sea -- one of North America's 
largest stopovers for migratory birds -- I am writing to offer my comments of the 
California Department of Water Resources Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Report on the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program (PEIR).  The Salton Sea is a 
national treasure, and the state must take action to prevent its disappearance. A 
shrinking Salton Sea will not only harm the health of communities in the surrounding 
Imperial and Coachella Valleys by affecting air and water quality, but it will also harm 
an important migratory bird stopover in the Pacific Flyway.  With over 90 percent of 
the wetlands in California gone, the 400 bird species that depend on the Salton Sea will 
have no other place to go, leading to catastrophic losses for migratory bird populations.   
 
Unfortunately, most proposed alternatives in the PEIR fail to adequately protect fish, 
wildlife and air and water quality in the Salton Sea area. The PEIR does, however, 
contain the components and information necessary to formulate a successful plan.  
Please incorporate the following features into a final preferred alternative that would 
meet legal requirements for the restoration of the Salton Sea.   
 
* Establish between 38,000 to 50,000 acres of Shallow Saline Habitat Complex, as 
described in Alternatives 1 and 2, at the southern and northern ends of the Sea to 
provide habitat for shoreline species;   
 
* Create concentric rings using geotubes or other dirt-filled barriers, as described in 
Alternative 4, to provide additional shallow habitat, deeper marine habitat, shoreline 
and view protection, air-quality protections, and recreation;   
 
* Provide a large (approximately 10,000 acre) North Lake, which would be the largest 
recreational lake in Southern California, fed by the Whitewater River to provide 
recreation and development opportunities without the costs and risks associated with a 
major mid-Sea barrier or the costs of pumping water from the southern end of the Sea 
(Similar to the proposals found in Alternatives 5-7);   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Form4-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Form4-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic 
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for 
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a marine 
fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested cormorants, and 
black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water surface elevation of -
230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 40,000 mg/L. The water 
depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to reduce hydrogen sulfide 
generation and potential fish kills due to long-term temperature stratification 
(temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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Form4 (cont.) * Provide at least one-half acre-foot of water per acre of exposed Seabed, as stipulated 
by the Salton Sea Advisory Committee, to prevent dust pollution caused by exposed 
playa, as described in Alternatives 1-3, 5-6 and 8;   
 
* Construct shallow saline habitat (known as "early start habitat") immediately to 
provide resources for birds during the long permitting and construction process, as 
described in all of the proposed alternatives; and   
 
* Develop a plan that provides water for habitat and air quality mitigation first, in case 
of possible shortages or system malfunctions, as described in Alternatives 1-3.   
 
A Final Preferred Alternative that contains all of these components would best meet 
the legal requirements to maximize habitat, air quality and water quality, while also 
providing substantial recreation and development opportunities.   
 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 
 

 
 

Form4-1 
cont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementation of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

The Preferred Alternative includes many of the components suggested by the 
commenter. See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description 
of the Preferred Alternative. 
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Form #5 (Form5) Dale Hoffman-Floerke 
Salton Sea PEIR Comments 
CA Department of Water Resources  
1416 9th Street, Room 
1148-6 Sacramento, CA 95814   
 
Dear Ms. Hoffman-Floerke,   
 
I am writing to offer my comments on the draft Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Report for the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program. 
 
There is no question that California must take action at the Salton Sea. A shrinking 
Salton Sea would subject the residents of Imperial and Coachella valleys to hundreds of 
additional tons of harmful dust each year that would be blown off the exposed land. A 
smaller, saltier sea also would be of little or no value to many of the 400 species of 
birds that currently use the sea. With the loss of nearly 95 percent of California's 
wetlands, many of these birds would have no other place to go, leading to catastrophic 
losses.   
 
Fortunately, a successful plan can be pieced together from the proposed alternatives in 
the draft report. I therefore urge your department to combine the following features 
from the proposed alternatives into a final preferred alternative to restore the Salton 
Sea:   
 
   ** as described in Alternatives 1 and 2, include 38,000 to 50,000 acres of shallow 
habitat for shoreline species at the southern and northern ends of the sea;   
 
   ** as described in Alternative 4, create concentric rings using geotubes or other dirt-
filled barriers to provide additional shallow habitat, deeper marine habitat, shoreline and 
view protection, air quality protections and recreation opportunities;  
 
   ** similar to the lakes found in Alternatives 5 through 7, provide a large 
(approximately 10,000-acre) North Lake, which would be the largest recreational lake 
in southern California, fed by the Whitewater River to provide recreation and 
development opportunities without the costs and risks associated with a major mid-sea 
barrier or the costs of pumping water from the southern end of the sea;  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Form5-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Form5-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic 
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex included in the Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the southern and northern portion of the 
Salton Sea and would provide habitat for a variety of avian species such as 
shorebirds, waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including 
sensitive species currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the 
Saline Habitat Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish 
species, such as tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating 
birds. The Saline Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate 
benefits that currently exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed 
using a variety of construction methods including Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down 
the majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long-term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the 
sea). 
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Form5 (cont.)  
   ** as described in Alternatives 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 8, provide at least one-half acre-
foot of water per acre of exposed seabed to prevent dust pollution; and  
 
   ** as described in all of the proposed alternatives, construct shallow saline habitat 
(known as "early start habitat") immediately to provide resources for birds during 
the long permitting and construction process.   
 
A final preferred alternative that includes all of these components, each of which is 
present and analyzed in one or more of the draft alternatives, would best meet the 
legal requirements to maximize habitat, air quality and water quality, while also 
providing substantial recreation and development opportunities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Form5-1 
cont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration 
project. These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of 
water to manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts that could result from construction and operations and 
maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird 
watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based 
recreational opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. 
This would include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the 
ongoing operation of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides 
direction on implementation of a restoration program and identifies a future 
implementing agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start 
Habitat and measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

The Preferred Alternative includes many of the components suggested by the 
commenter. See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description 
of the Preferred Alternative. 
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